
 

 

 
 

For Immediate Release 

March 1, 2016 
 

PREPARING FOR THE STORM?  

DON’T FORGET ABOUT CARBON MONOXIDE 
 

QUEEN’S PARK – Today Ernie Hardeman, Oxford MPP, said one of the dangers during winter storms is 

carbon monoxide poisoning and encouraged everyone to take steps to protect themselves and their 

families. 

 

“During winter storms the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning increases as vents get blocked and people 

light fires to stay warm,” said Hardeman. “If the power goes out and you are using alternate heat sources 

that’s one of the most important times to have a working carbon monoxide detector in your home.” 

 

Steps you can take to protect your family from carbon monoxide poisoning include: 

 Check your carbon monoxide detector to make sure that it is working – and in case the power 

goes out has charged batteries; 

 Before using a fireplace or woodstove check to make sure that vents are open and not blocked; 

 During and after the storm check to make sure that snow hasn’t blocked any vents; and  

 Never use outdoor appliances, such as BBQs, inside. 

 

“Winter storms are dangerous but with a little preparation you can reduce some of the risk for your 

family,” said Hardeman. “When you are focused on staying warm or trying to cook with no power it’s 

easy to forget about carbon monoxide but it can result in tragedies.” 

 

Carbon monoxide detectors are now required in all homes thanks to Hardeman’s private members’ bill 

the Hawkins Gignac Act. The bill was named in memory of a Woodstock family that was killed by 

carbon monoxide poisoning due to a blocked vent on their fireplace.  

 

“I hope that everyone will take the steps to keep themselves and their families safe during the storm, 

including protecting against carbon monoxide poisoning,” said Hardeman.  
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